
  

Action Alert #16 
Contact Senate Finance to Save Disability Services 

May 9, 2017 
 

 

  
   

MASSIVE CUTS to the La. Department of Health (LDH) are included in the current version of the 
budget (House Bill 1).  These draconian cuts total over $237 million in state general funds (over 
$700 million total)!  Unless these cuts are restored by the Senate, LDH is forced to consider 
eliminating the following programs: 

 Individual and Family Support program in many regions of the state 
 Flexible Family Fund program in many regions of the state 
 State Personal Assistance Services (SPAS) for people with physical disabilities 
 ALL community-based behavioral health services 
 Adult pharmacy program 
 Contracts with Families Helping Families Regional Resource Centers 
 Pediatric Day Health Care Centers 
 Other services provided through the local Human Services Districts/Authorities 

This is only a partial list of what would be necessary to reach over $700 million in cuts.  ALL cuts to 
LDH must be restored to protect people with developmental disabilities and other vulnerable 
populations. 
 
If you would like to see funding restored to LDH and avoid the elimination of the vital services listed 
above, NOW is the time to take action! 

How To Take Action 
Contact the Senate Finance Committee by Friday, May 19th, and ask that ALL funding to LDH be 
restored and services for people with disabilities be prioritized. 
 

All Regions Committee Chairman 
 

Eric LaFleur lafleure@legis.la.gov  (337) 363-5019 

Region 1 New Orleans Area 
 

Conrad Appel appelc@legis.la.gov  (504) 838-5550 

https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=231429
mailto:lafleure@legis.la.gov
mailto:appelc@legis.la.gov
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001u4bgQ5Riu2Ew63u4rbcY_zmW6g5o-cX0hLJ507ov-3gM1sXk4DWKdipxAsBWm-bGr3eO_EHsi7BEfWTIKJt6qjyAdi5DfqSnMoUkOs7ZMwlL5ybXcu6Mqewycj01ycndxQZsN_RTh9S2ljTbuITgLk33XuPy1WZ87qhIUPuGEuQ=&c=9gPatQKQ__fwqtIk7NY5REpXKjaCbAxgG4N2GoEufbqyj23VhDFU-w==&ch=FyWLXdR2-RO5ZuP4i5R0KB3qdAuG-N2FBT8HBpR5FA_UdQMSEWR4WQ==


Sharon Hewitt hewitts@legis.la.gov  (985) 646-6490 

Wesley Bishop bishopw@legis.la.gov  (504) 242-4198 

Region 2 Baton Rouge Area 
 

Regina Barrow barrowr@legis.la.gov  (225) 359-9400 

Mack "Bodi" White whitem@legis.la.gov  (225) 272-1324 

Region 3 Houma/Thibodaux Area 
 

Bret Allain, II (Vice-Chair) allainb@legis.la.gov  (337) 828-9107 

Region 4 Lafayette Area 
 

Bret Allain, II  allainb@legis.la.gov  (337) 828-9107 

Eric LaFleur  lafleure@legis.la.gov  (337) 363-5019 

Region 5 Lake Charles Area 
 

Eric LaFleur lafleure@legis.la.gov  (337) 363-5019 

Ronnie Johns johnsr@legis.la.gov (337) 491-2016 

Region 6 Alexandria Area 
 

Eric LaFleur  lafleure@legis.la.gov  (337) 363-5019 

Jim Fannin fanninj@legis.la.gov  (318) 259-6645 

Region 7 Shreveport Area 
 

Gregory Tarver tarverg@legis.la.gov  (318) 227-1499 

Region 8 Monroe Area 
 

Jim Fannin fanninj@legis.la.gov  (318) 259-6645 

Region 9 Hammond/Northshore Area 
 

Jack Donahue donahuej@legis.la.gov (985) 727-7949 

Sharon Hewitt hewitts@legis.la.gov  (985) 646-6490 

Mack "Bodi" White whitem@legis.la.gov  (225) 272-1324 

Region 10 Jefferson/New Orleans Area 
 

Conrad Appel appelc@legis.la.gov  (504) 838-5550 

 

What to Say? 

Start by sharing your story: 

 What negative impact would the elimination of these services have on you, your family, or 
someone you know? 

Finish by telling committee members how they can help: 

 Please restore ALL cuts to LDH and prioritize services for individuals with disabilities. 
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Contact Us 
LaCAN is an initiative of the LA Developmental Disabilities Council.  If there are any questions about 
the information in this email, contact the Council by replying to this email, or calling the toll free 
number listed below: 

phone: 1-800-450-8108 
email: info@laddc.org 
website: www.lacanadvocates.org 
facebook: www.facebook.com/lacanadvocates 
twitter:  www.twitter.com/LaDDCouncil 
  
Click HERE to view all recent and archived LaCAN Alerts. 
 
Click HERE to view previous LaTEACH (Education) Alerts. 
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